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FOREWORD

Having had the privilege of a personal fnendship with
the author {for many years, I know that it is from ex-
periencs that be 1s speaking in this little booklet.

When he says: “Once we lcarn the secret of bearing
the Voice of God. all our questions, noe matter how
difficult they are. are answered; and our problems,
however complicated, are solved . . . the Lord does
speak!”, we realize he is looking back down the years
to those lessons he has learned in his own daily walk
with God, to the reality of getting through to God in
prayer. and tc the joy of solved problems and answered
petiions. His sincere longing is to share the secret with
his readers: and in the pages of this little book we can
learn that secret of hearing God's Voice —how to listen
and how to get answers.

May God give us each one listening hearts, ready and
glad to pay the cost by total cbedience.

C.D.



Chapter 1

HEAR YE HIM

1 want you to note that small Fragment in Matt, 3:17:
the Voice from heaven, saying: This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well plegsed.”” Tt must have been a
very unique and wonderful experience for those who
heard that Voice that day.

John the Baptist came into the world to prepare the
way for the Lord Jesus Christ. He began preaching
repentance in the wilderness, but the message was notan
casy one for the people to accept. People came from
far piaces to hear him, and it was not a message to
please them that he preached, but a message with the
authority of the living God. He made no distinction
when he said: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”

Those who heard the message repented of their sins
and confessed them and were baptised. Some may have
thought that they would receive some sort of blessing by
being baptised by such a great prophet. Some of those
who came to be baptised were even of the leaders of
the nation, and looking at them John exclaimed, “Oh
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? Bring forth fruit, therefore, mete
for repentance.” He gave the message to all the people,
but only a certain number of them responded and were
baptised of him,

One day the Lord Jesus Christ Himself came to be
baptised. The Scripture says in John’s Gospel, that, till
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that day, John the Baptist did not himself know who the
Lord Jesus really was (John 1:3{). OQOur Lord Jesus
Christ came very quietly among the crowd and requested
John the Baptist to baptise him. John of course knew
sornething about Jesus naturally, being his cousin, but
he did not know that He was the Messiah. When John
saw the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descend
on Jesus Christ as a dove, then he knew for certain who
He was, The next day, he declared: “Behold the Lamb
of God that taketh away the sin of the world.”

This tells us that it was only when the Voice of God
spoke that John knew who Jesus was, Unless you also
hear the Voice of God you will never know who God
1. You may have attended many meetings, you may
know much of the Bible, and you may have made many
Sacrifices, but unless you hear the Voice of God, all these
things are of no value 1o you spiritually,

The Lord did not begin His ministry by doing mmiracles.
Till that day He had not performed a single miracle, nor
had He preached a single sermon. It was only after
the Voice of God declared His identity that John under-
stood and declared who Jesus was.

If you want to enjoy the grace of God. and to under-
stand His power in fulness, and to know the mind of
God every day, then learn the secret of hearing His still
small Voice every day and many times during the day.
God does speak. the living and the mighty God, and He
wants us to hear His voice and listen to Him. May we
all learn this secret. We must hear the Voice of God
every day saving to us: “This is the way, walk ye in it’
(Isa. 30:21). How simple these words are., When you
are about to take a wrong turning, either to the right or
to the left, there comes that still small Voice saying:
‘Don't go this way, don't go that way; there is some
danger there." In this way all of us can be guided daily



in the right path,

As long as we are in the world all of us bave 10 face
termmptation. It does not matter who you are, where you
are, or what you are doing.  As human beings we bave
to face many temptations and difficult siteaiions and
troubles of one kind or another. But when we can bear
the Voice of God clearly we can meet these situauons
vicloriously,

God shows us in His Word, how from the very begin-
ming of our spiritual life we must learn to hear His voice,
Study Exod: 19:19; 20:1, 2. In Ezek. 1:24, we read of
the *Voice of the Almighty”; in Ezek. 10:25 of the "Vouwce
of the Almighty Geod, when He spesketh’; in I Kings
19:12, of ‘the still small Voice’.

You may remember the story in 1 Kings 18, how when
Eijah the mighty man of God prayed, the heaven opened
and the fire came down (1 Kings 18:38).

In the beginming of chapter 19, the wicked queen
threatened to kil Elijah, so Elijph wmay have thoushe
that God would surely punish Jezebel. He went and sat
under the juniper tree, for he was angry with God for
fuiling 10 punish her. That is how we behave sometimes,
That is how we misunderstand God and begin to doubt
Him. But God’s ways are not our ways; they are higher
than our ways. He will not work in our way. Elijah
perhaps thought God was not doing His duty because
He did not punish Jezebel, so he 1old the Lord: “Lord,
from today onwards I am not going to be your prophet.”
MNow, if you are in Government service you have to give
three months’ notice if you wish to resign, but Elijah
gave just one day’s notice! “Take away Your prophet-
ship from me from today,” he said in effect, “1 am pot
poing to speak in Your Name from today. You have
gone to sleep and are not doing Your job!™

Many a time we also think the same. We want (o
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dictate to God. But God was not sleeping! He took
Elijah to the mountain-top and there dealt with him in a
wonderful way. First there was a very strong wind; but
God was not in the wind. Then came the earthquake
which shook the mountain, but Scripture says that God
was not in the carthquake. Then there came fire, but
God was not in the fire. After that, there came a still
small Voice and God spoke to Elijah and told him
clearly where and when and how He would judge Jezebel.
At the same time He revealed to him many other things
about coming events.

Through these many references from the Bible we see
God speaking. God does speak. and if you believe in
God, you must listen whenr He speaks. He is not some-
thing abstract. He is a person. We can know Him,
hear Him, be led of Him, and know Him more intimately
than we know anvbady else. You may have been living
with friends for many years and yet do not know them
fullv. You may live with your wife and children for
many years and vet you dare not tell them everything.
There are certain thoughts which we cannot share with
others; but we can speak to God frecly and teil Him
every thought. We can go to Him at any time, any-
where, and hear His voice.

Once, only prophets or high priests were able to hear
the Voice of God. If others wanted to hear what God
had to say, they had first to go to either a prophet or
the high priest. Whenever David was in trouble he had
to send for the high priest Zadok to help him to hear
the Voice of God. To help man to hear God's Voice
Jesus Christ came into the world, and for this reason, at
the very beginning of His ministry, the Holy Spirit came
upon Him and God spoke from Heaven.

In His baptism our Lord was prophesying bow He
must die, be buried and rise again. This He proclaimed
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in this symbolic way at the very beginning of His
ministry, In Mark 8:31, 9:31, He talks of this in a
more clear and specific way, and even before His cruci-
fixion, prophesied His death. In baptism He spoke
symbolically that He muost give His life for sianers and
conquer death. Then the heavens opemed and God's
Voice was heard. Those who know the Lord Jesus by
experience se¢ the heaven open everyday; they claim
God's grace, mercy, love and power day by day; and
they have the gift of the Holy Spirit to lead them, heip
them and teach them, because mysteries and spiritual
truths cannot be undersiood by ardinary wisdom.

You too can hear the Voice of God everyday accord-
ing to your need, and through the inward Voice can
know exactly what God expects of you, and wanis you
to do,

The next question is, how can anyone of us hear God's
Voice clearly-and definitely every day? The answer is
in the same chapter, Matt. 3:2 ‘Repent ye'" That was
the first message declared boldly and with authority by
Joho the Baptist. The same message was given by tbe
Lord Jesus Christ on the day of His baptism {Martt, 4:
17. In Greek the word ‘repentance” means ‘right about
turn’, First T look straight ahead; then I turn my back
and face the other way. That is called repentance.

As sinners we face the devil with our backs towards
God, because we get much more pleasure in obeying
Satan than God. By hearing the word of God and
knowing the result of sin, we repent and turn our back
to the devil and our face towards God. But in many
cases it is only half-repentance. or two-thirds repentance!
Men want both masters! When they arz in trouble they
want God, otherwise they want to serve the devil.
Repentance is not repentance wunless it is full and
complete. We require the grace and help of God to

11



repent and turn our back on the devil.

We are told in the same chapter (verses 13 and 14)
how John was surprised to see Jesus coming to Him.
Unless you humble yourself, you will not understand the
meaning of God's kingdom. Even though Jesus had
much more power and autherity than John the Baptist,
He humbled Himself for your sake and minc, and went
to Yohn to be baptised, John exclaims, “I have need to
be baptised of Thee. Comest Thou to me?” The Lord
was saying in a symbelic manner that humility is the
secret of divine favour. The more we humble curselves
the more we will be exalted (Matt, 23:12). Not enly
should we repent of our sins with humility and meekness
but we must confess from our hearts, “Lord, I am no
better than my neighbour. Ewven though I occupy a high
positon on earth, in Thy sight I am a sinner; a great
sinner. I can see nothing in me but corruption and
defilement.”.

That is quite true. In spite of all our education and
culture, we get defiled by our thoughts and deeds. God's
word says very clearly that ‘the heart of man is des-
perately wicked’. No matter how cultured we are, we
cannot change our inward nature. As we become older
we become more wicked, haughty, proud and -deceptive.
Our freedom lies in humility. Only then can we be
completely delivered from our sinful nature through
Christ. :

Our Lord prophesied three things by His baptism. In
Rom. 6, baptism speaks of death, burial and resurrection;
a three-fold inward change which is expressed cutwardly
in baptism. In many cases it is only a ritual or cere-
mony. That is why there is so much barrenness in many
who are called Christians, Baptism is a tesimony and
rot a ceremony. Unless we are taught this we live very
poor Christian lives. Unless our sins are buried and
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forgotten, we cannot have real peace. Qtherwise we are
going to be haunted by the memory of sins committed.

At the time vou sinned perhaps you said, “I will never
do it again”. You may try to forget your sins by eating
and drinking, and others may say sin does mot matter,
for we do not come into the world again and again, so
let us eat and drimk and be merry. A day is coming,
however, when you will feel miserable. Every memory
of your sin will torment you You may try to smile
but that won't help you. You will still be restless and
depressed day by day., You will say: ‘After all, what is
there in this world?" We must be purified from our sins,
and that is why our Lord died and was buried. ‘Today
you cun be freed from every memory of sin. He died
to take away our condemnation, He died that we may
die to our sinful nature.

Just as cancer has to be removed with all the surround-
ing tissues and muscles, so also by faith we have to take
into us the power of death to die to our desires and
thoughts. We do not die by saying so. I may say in
the morning, ‘I will not do it; I will not do it.” But the
brain starts working: it says, ‘It does not matter; it does
not matter!” We go ahead and fall again. We cannot
£ain vICtOry in our own power. As we receive into us
the power of death so also we receive into us a new life-
called the power of His resurrection, which gives us a
hunger and thirst for the things of eternity. In due
course we are given ears to hear the Voice of God.
When the Lord Jesus Christ told His disciples in plain
language that He must suffer and die and rise again they
became very sad (Matt, 16:21, 22; 17:5)}, and began to
wonder why He had to suffer so much when He had such
power, In fact Peter rebuked Him. “No, Lord, we will
not allow you to suffer in this way”™

After six days the Lord Jesus Christ tock them to
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a high mountain and was transformed hefore thzm. Then
there came & Voice from heaven saying “This 1s my be-
loved Son, in whom 1 am well pleased.” God tells us
by this means that if we want divine life to come into
us, we must die to cur old nature. We can never die to
curselves without His help, When the Lord died He
dizd to help us to die to ourselves. The proof is that
the more we obey Him the more the divine light is seen
upon our faces, This kind of brightness does not come
through soap or powder. Tt is a reflection of the glory
of God which shines more and more as we obev God.

God says that if we want to hear His still small Voice,
Somebody must die in our stead, for our sins. to take
away our condemnation. God's justice must [ulfil the
divine Iaw to help us to live a pure life. The Lord Jesus
Christ rose again to pour into us new life and the power
of His resurrection, Tt is only by that life that we can
hear the still small Voice, 1t is, indeed, a sill small
Voice. It is not a human voice, and it is only by ex-
perience that we recognise it as we follow Him.

I testify to God’s glory that | hear that still small
Voice daily. I have been hearing it for the last thirty-
scven years. [ can go to my Lord at any time and any-
where and call upon Him. He speaks lovingly and savs,
“This is the way, walk ye in it” Follow the simple
divine way to have power, and then all vour questions
can be answered day by day. Come upon vour knees
and write down on paper all your questions and say:
“Lord, here are the questions. Please answer them.
Show me the way and guide me today. Give me the
message necessary for this person or that, Help me to
live for Thy glory. Show me Thy will for the following
matters and speak with me.” Try this day by day.

In order to follow this simple way you have first to
repent sincerely. Confess every sin without reservation.
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Believe from the heart and say in simple faith: “The Lord
Jesus Christ died in my stead for my sins, to take away
my condemnation”, Thank Him for dying for you. Say
to Him: “Lord. I want to die to my habit of drink, of
going to cinemas, etc. [ want to die to other habits of
bad temper or worrying, and other vices and weaknesses.
Lord, bury my sins in Thy burial. Pour into me the
power of Thy resurrection for cvery temptation and trial.
Speak to me. Give me a message for my wife, or hushand,
friend or neighbour. Show me from Thy Word Thy
hidden mysteries, and Thy plan for me for today, and
for the tuture.” Then you will find the Voice of God
coming into your ears every day.
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Chapter 2

TO HEAR IS TO OBEY

All Ged's people can hear the Voice of God. God
does speak, and those who know the Lord lesus Christ
by eaperience ought 10 he able to hear His Vouwe daily
for their problems. and according to their needs Heisa
loving God, and if we have accepted Him as our personal
Saviour, then we shail hear His Voice, according to John
10:27. But it is only in our spirit that we can hear His
Voice and not in the flesh. Men try 0 hear the Voice
of GGod with their ordinary hearing, but there is no gan
in so doing though there have been a few occasions
when 1 have heard the Voice of God with my physical
ears. However, we can hear His Voice in our spirit
every day and muny times a day.

We bave a spirit, a soul and a body (Gen. 2:7%. When
God made man He breathed His own spirit inte him.
Bones, blood and muscles make the body: intellectual
reasoning, emotion and will-power make the soul; cons-
cience, intvition and worship are facnities of the spint,
These are the three mam parts of man: body and sout
and spirit. Because of sin death enters our spirit as well
as our body. Every thought, word and deed we do
against our God, we do by killing cur coascience. If I
want to tell a lie, my couscience pricks me, se, to tell
a lie, T must kill my conscience. Unknowingly we bring
death into our spirits, by our thoughts, words and deeds.
Thus as sinners we have a dead spint, a darkened soul,
and a defiled body. We arz unable to hear the Voice of
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God, or feel His presence. or touch Him because of our
dead spirit.

There was a man of God called El. He became dead
spiritually because of sin, God spoke to the child Samuel
during the night. Samue! heard the Voice of God, but
Eli, the old priest, could not hear Him because of his
spititual deafness, Similarlv, all of us have a dead spirit
and a seared conscience, We do not know how to wor-
ship God nor do we know Him. We cannot know God
nor Hiz movements. We also have a darkened sout and
therefore we misuse our brains, and hecome haughty and
proud and puffed up in our knowledge. We boast of cur
emotions and become stubborn mn our wills, and then our
bodv becomes defiled. Even though you may have a2
beautiful face others can see on it the marks of hatred,
greed or hypocrisy.

When we receive into us the life of Jesus Christ again
we undergo a threefold change. The love of God can
only be poured into the same spirit.  1f cannot be put
into my bones, blood or muscles. God is » spirit and
‘before that pure life can come. into my spirit God must
cleanse mez, purge me and punfy me completely. We
claim by faith His precious blood for our cleansing be-
cause His blood alone contains everlastine life.  Our
blood contains physical life. We can go on living only
as long as our hearts are beating,

In paralysis there 15 no movement in the affected part
of the b{de'. even though the heart goes on bealing,
Some war casuaities have lost many parns of their bodies
all at the. same time "and yet they go on living. ~ God
declared a long time ago in Lev. 17:11,. ‘The life of the
flesh 15 the blood”. The Lord Jesus Christ did not sin
and He was pcffcclly hoty, having been conceived by
the Holy Ghost, and«Hea could challenge His enemies:
“Which of yvau convinceth mo of sin?” {John §:46). No
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one dared to take up the challenge, That is why His
blood has purchased for us everlasting life, and also saw
no corruption (Ps. 16:10).

When a man dics, that very second his body starts to
disintegrate, so men use ice, or spices to keep the body
in better condition. But the body of our Lord saw no
corruption, and in that same body He rose again. *“Whoso
cateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood hath cternal life.”
We recerve that truth by faith, for by His blood we are
cieansed and flled wiih His eternal life, and it is then
and only then that we are able to feel the presence of
God.

In this way we undergo a threefold change from a dead
~ spirit, a darkened soul and a defiled body, to a guickened
spirit, an enlightened soul and a cieansed body. Ewven
though we cannot see the change in a man’s spirit, yet
we can see it in his face when he receives this new life.
A man may be dark and ugly, with thick lips. but when
the life of God comes into him his face becomes charm-
ing and attractive. There is attraction and beauty in
those who receive that new life; a charm that docs not
come through physical or artificial means or education.
Worldly people can adopt warldly ways to decorate them-
selves by wearing rich clothes and jewels. They imagine
they look beautiful, but if we ask the neighbours what
thay think about them, they may not apswer openly, but
we can tell that they think them vain, haughty, ugly and
hypocritical. s this not true? But God gives a different
colour and beauty, and we do not require worldly posses-
sions for that glory.

In this new life we find a proportionate work going on
in the body, the soul ang the spirit. when we are indwelt
by the Spirit of God. Then we can hear His Voice daily,
saying: “This is the way, walk ye in it, My son, be
careful, take heed. My child, come unto Me; let Me
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show you something: ler Me teach wyou something”
Sometimes when we are fast asleep we wake up suddenly
as if we heard a Voice calling to us. This has been my
experience many times. [ have been fast asleep and
have heard Someone call me by my name clearly. When
[ woke up | saw nobody there. T thought at first it was
a dream or my-imagination. When 1 weat to sleep, again
I heard the Voice and woke up. Sometimes this would
happen for three times, and then would come a Voice
saying: "My child get up, 1 want to speak to you”
What a privilege, what an hooour it is to receive God's
Word day by day according to our need for ourselves
and for our neighbours.

Before the Lord Jesus came into my life I was an
atheist. 1 said: “There is no God!” 1 used to make fun
of those who believed in God. 1 heard the Voice of
God one day ciearly, on the 16th of December 1929, say-
ing: “My son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” That is how
I began my walk with God. The life of God came into
me, and when that happened 1 underwent a three-fold
change of the spirit, soul and body. T was given a
quickened spirit, an enlightened soul and a cleansed
body. Soon after’ that 1 began to read the boock of
CGenesis in the month of Januvary 1930, 1 found these
words again and agaip in the same chapter: ‘God said,’
‘God said.” I found these words repeated 500 timss and
this very fragment was 2 blessing to me: ‘God speaks,
God spezks.” So T said”“Oh God speak to me, 1 want
to hear Thy Voice. T have no ambition for any other
experience, The longing of my soul is that you should
speak to me and show me Thy way day by day”. 1
belicved like a child. Ewven though it may take some
time to learn the lesson that God muost speak, the fact
remains that when He becomes real He does speak. A
day came when | began to hear His Voice every day.
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That is why I want you also to hear His voice and learn
the lessons He wants to teach.

We are now going to see the second way of heanng
His voice. First we saw how the heaven was opened at
the time of Christ’s baptism. .Saul became Paul when he
heard the Voice of God (Acts 9:3). He saw divine light
and not sunlight. It suddénly began to shine round him
very brightlty. When he saw the light he fell down. You
may not see such a light as Saul saw. . But the same
light can move into all of us without being seen.

Now when they take an X-ray phote you cannot sce
the rays. For ordinary photos, there must be either sun-
Iight or some other light. But when you have your
photo taken in the hospital. they take you into a dark
room. You think the light will come but you just hear
a click. You go home and your photo is shown to you.
What happened? You wonder how they could see your
insides in the dark, when next day the doctor says “Mr.
M., look at your lungs in this photo”; for you could not
see this outwardly. Divine light comes into us in- the
same way. . .

Many names are given to the Lord Jesus Christ in
John B:12. He is the Light of the world arid He is the
divine Light to show us our inward condition. What
cannot be seen outwardly can be seen by divine light
The most experienced doctors canaot see your inward
condition by looking at you. They can only find it by
taking an XN-ray photo.

In the same way divine light comes into us, and the
sins which were hidden for so muany years now come to
Tight. Tt happened to me, though I did not sec the light
with these ordinary eyes. It was by reading that tiny
fragment in John 3:3 *Veridy, venly, I say unto youw
that my eves were opened. T had been saying about the
Bible, “This book does not belomg to me but to the

20



Europeans and Americans.” But these words went on
ringing in my ears, ‘I say unto thee, I say unto thee.” 1
replied “Lord in that case, ] am a sinpner. I have uvttered

. words of blasphemy against You. 1 tore the Bible in
1919" Then I knelt down and I saw many things from
my past life which T had forgotten entirely.

This same thing happened to Saul. First hc saw the
light, then he knelt down, Then he heard the words,
“Sauyl. Saul, why persecutest thcu me?™ Saul thought
he saw something pew. He thought he was serving God
and was free from sin. He also thought he had a great
zeal for God. But now he discovered he was God’s
enemy, Unknowingly he had been doing damage to the
things of God, He was, no doubt, a sincere and God-
fearing man, fully familiar with the Word of God, but he
had never seen the divine light. He had been trying to
follow Guod intellectually, but he had not seen his inward
condition. Now he saw the whole light coming to him
and cried as in Rom. 7:18. “To will is present in me;
but how to perform that which is good I find pot.™ But
the Lord Jesus Christ said in a few words: *Unknow-
ingly you have been doing damage to my work.” Only
the light coming into us can show us how much damage
we are doing to God's work and to ourselves. Only the
light of God can show us our true condition,

Just as the X-ray can show us the true condition of
our body, so also the microscope is used to show the true
. condition of the blood.

There are some coughs that cannot be cured by cough
mixtures.  Doctors in the olden days used to think that
the person was possessed by a demon when the cough
could- not be cured by treaiment of cough mixture.
When doctors began to examine the blood through micro-
scopes they found out the cough was duc to too many
white corpuscles, and when proper ijreatment was given
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the cough subsided. Patients might say: “What a
wonderful doctor this is! I drank barrels aod barrels of
mixture but that ncver cured me. But this clever doctor
just by giving me two injections has cured me”. How--
cver, it was really the discovery of the microscope that
brought success,

Let the light of God come into you fully. Do not
hinder it, In the beginning it will be a very humbhing
experience.  Saul was extremely proud of his knowledge
and cleverness, but the light of God brought him right
down upon his face. That man was carrying many papers
in both arms, with authority from the priests allowing
him to put 1nto prison any believer he came across. His
brain was full of ideas and his hands full of warrants.
He was racing to capture the believers at Damascus, but
both his ideas and the papers flew away. There he was
in the dust and the Lord was saying to him, “You are
wasting your time, money and energy. You are kicking
against the pricks. You yourself will be hurt. Saul, do
you think you can stop My wor:? You do not know
how much damage you are doing to yourself.”

As long as we live our own life, however sincere we
may be, we are kicking against the pricks everyday and
doing damage to ourselves, and becoming more and more
deaf and blind spiritually. Saul was blind for three days
that he might acknowledge his spiritual blindness before
God. Instead of asking: “Who art thou Lord?” he might
have asked other questions such as you are asking m
your mind mow, The Lord answered: "1 am Jesus,
whom thou persecutest.” The name Jesus means, He
shall save His people from their sins! The Lord said
to him: “When you hate and persecute my people you
are doing it to Me, but I am the Saviour. Even though
vou hate My name and blaspheme it yet T love you,
Saul. Even for you I shed My blood and gave My life.”
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The Lord is saying this same thing to you. You may
know all His names and respect Him, but the question is:
Has He forgiven your sins? Has He delivered you from
your sinful nature? Has He come to live in you?

By way of example, there is a very clever, wonderful
doctor and people flock to him from great distances.
When I say this to others, they may question me: “Bu:
has he cured you? Did you ever go to him?™ If [ were
to answer “No, but my wife says so!™ they will turn
around and ask: “'But what about you?" The Lord Jesus
Christ says: “I am Jesus, I am the Saviour. 1 died for
your sins,” If you say He has become your Saviour,
have you thanked Him for dying for your sins? Have
you got the assurance that your sins are gone? Has He
delivered you from your sinful nature? Has He come
into you?

Saul replied to the Voice: “Lord! what wilt thou have
me do?" The Lord asked him to go to Damascus where
he would be told what he was to da. Even though h=
was well known he had first of ail to obey God and do
exactly what God told him. The Lord did not tell him
many things personally (Acts 9:6). An unknowa person
was sent (o him: Ananias, by name. He was an crdinary
person and not an apostle,.  We do not know much about
him. Those who are wealthy and in high positions waht
well-known persons to talk to them, and mnot ordinary
people, Y1 want a man with a title to talk to me of
spmitual things,” they think. God says: “Humble your-
selves’ ™. [f the Lord wanted He could have Himself ex-
plained to Paul all the way of Salvation, but He did not
do that. He sent Ananias to explain to him. That was
the Voice of God to him and Saul humbled himself and
believed whatever Anantas told him. “Now 1 know this
Waonderful Way”, he thought, “My sins have gone. 1
have been persecuting Him who died for me.™ Then
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bz was baptised through Ananias, From that tme on-
ward he heard the Voice of God a number of tumes.

Through ail his life and ministry, by listening to the
Voice of God, Saul weat on to do His will (Acts 16).
The Lord began to work mightily in Galatia ané Mysia,
and when Puaul wanted to go into Buthyma, the Spirit
suffered him not. Then he asked, “Lord, can we stay in
Galatia?™ Then the Lord suid, "No”. The same with
Mysia, Then came the Voice of God: *Come over to
Macedonia”. Though it was on the other continent, he
obeyed, That is how the pospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
entered 1nto Europe.  Sau! and those with him heard and
obeyed and when trouble came In Acts 18:9, what a
privilege it was 10 suffer for His name.

When you have to face any difficulty or hardship, or
hawve enemies in the office or neighbourhood. then comes
the Voice carly in the mornmg or at mid-day; “Fear not.
I am with thee.” These words will strengthen you and
cncnﬁragc vou ahd give vou victory, How many times
I have heard these words, *1 am with thee,” for the last
thirtyseven years. This can be a daily experience and
there is no need for vou to be dejected and dopressed
and say, “Take away my life”. _

Tn Acts 27, the ship was m preat danger, and the 276
peopde in the ship had no hope that they were going to
hive. They were afraid because of the terrible storm.
They had cast oot the tackling to lighten the ship, and
the sailors even attempted to flee, but Paul stopped them.
That night God rad spoken to Paul: “Fear not Paul
Thou must be brought before Ceasar und lo! God hath
given thee all them that sail with thee.,” This Voice of
God brought faith. Qutwardlv it was impossible that
they would be saved, and there was not the l:ast hope
left, but God had assured him that he and the 276 people’
were <afe. Paul had caten well and slept well. He was
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not afraid, and now he encourazed the others to eat also.

A Hule trouble wil take away sleep and no sleeping
tabiet can give sleep at such a time. But at such a time
and in such circumstances. there comes the Voiwce of
God. “Fear not, I am with thee,” It is the conscious-
ness of God's presence which gives us assurance that it
is God's voice and not man’s voice. First of all, God's
presence is reatized by praising God and reading His
Word, and then we hear His Yoice. If I find my faith
increasing 1 know it is not man's volce, amd by later ex-
perience we come to recognize the Voice more readily.

Sometimes when a husband goes far away and reroms
without informing his wife, the wife is able to recognize
his return by merely hearing his cough inside the com-
pound and says: “There is my husband”., “Where is
he™? somebody may ask her. She replies “1 don’t know
exactly where he is, but I can hear his voice.” I, how-
ever, a wife s not on good terms with her hushand snd
someone asks her where he 1s, she will say, I don’t
hoow™, even though he 1s on the veran-dah!

If vou want to hear the Voice of God, let the Lord
Jesus Christ come and rule in your heart. Receive His
divine light and do not be alraid to confess your sin.
Remember He died for your sins, Accept Him as your
loving Saviour, then speuk to Him as your Friend day
by dav, for vou can talk to him anywhere on any matter,
and He wall surely talk with you. Remember only this.
when you hear His Voice, obey at once.



Chapter 3

THE MORNING STAR

Ouee we learn the secret of hearing the Voice of God,
all our questions, no maiter how difficult they are, are
answered, and our problems, however complicated, are
solved. Agnin we repeat, the Lord does speak. He is a
loving God, & living Person whom we can hear and
whose love we can experience.

There was a time-in my life when out of ignorance
and folly and pride T used to say: “There is no God”,
and also made fuu of those who believed in God. Then
ene day, without my going to any mectling or anyone
coming to speak to me, T heard the Voice of God speak-
mg to nie in oy own room and 1 knew that 1t was God
whe was speoking lo me.  He chaneed my lile forty years
ape,  Thank God that He has saved a sinner like me,
and tha! I now have the privilege of hearing His voice
every duy. I can tesufy to His glory that He answers
my questions and solves my problems day by day, how-
ever difficult they may be.

Wiwen [ starred reading Genesis in January 1930, [
came across these words several times in gvery  page,
‘God said’, "God said’. It is repeated 558 times in the
first five books of the Bible, T began to mark my Bible
and said to myself, "I God is speaking, then 1 must
isien™. and as I read I praved, “O God, my loving God,
speak to me and help me now™. What T am telling you,
I am teliing you from my own experience, not from
other people’s expericnces.  We can see as we study the
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different portions of the Scriptures, how God came into
the lives of many men and women of old, and enabled
them to hear His Voice. God uses many different ways
and circumstances to teach us to know His ways. May
He teach each one of us the secret of hearing the stilf
small Voice of God.

This secret is revealed to us from the passage in Matt.
17:5, in the words that came from heaven: “This is my
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him".
These words were spoken for the benefit of those dis-
ciples who were with our Lord Jesus Christ, when He
was transfigured on the meunt, that they might under-
stand the privilege His children have of hearing His Voice
again and agamn. Those disciples had seen many miracles
performed by our Lord Jesus Christ for three long years,
and had aiso heard Him preach. They had listened to
Him attentrvely, yet when that Voice came from heaven:
“This is my beloved Son, hear ye Him"”, they could not
understand, at that time, what it meant. To them it was
words and sounds only, They could not enjoy what God
said.

On the other hand, something happened when Saul
heard the Voice of God. When Sau!l and his companions
were on the way to Damascus (Acts 9) these words came
clearly to him: *Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?”
Now Saul’'s companions heard the Voice but not the
words, It sounded like thunder to them, But Saul was
able to ask, “Who art thou Lord?” The Lord replied,
*“{ am Jesus whom thou persecutest”. Then Saul further
asked Him, “What wilt thou have me to do?" Saul
questioned God because he had heard His Voiwce, but to
his companions the Voice seemed to be sound withowt
words. They could not understand.  Tmis was the con-
ditton of the people in Matt, 17. They heard many
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sermons which were quite simple. but thev could not
understand what their real meaning was.

On one occasion our Lord Jesus Christ said: “Beware
of the teaven of the Pharisees™ but it so happened that
day they had forgotten to take bread with them. 1In
those davs they had to carrv their own food when travel-
mng. The disciples thought that because they had for-
gotten to do so the Lord was warning them. Many a
ume, they could not understand what He meant. In the
samme way you may be hearing many sermons but the
words do not become vour daily experience. In many
cases they enter bv one car and go out through the other.
We appeal to you not to give up till vou learn to hear and
understand when the Lord speazks to vou. It is only
when you learn this that vour lives will become trans-
formed. You will find vour hurdens lifted, vour eves
opened, vour fears and doubts cleared and all the enemy
devices defeated. 1t is a wonderful thing to hear the
Voice of the Lord.

Now in Matt. 16 our Lord Jesus puts two questions
o His disciples in vs, 13-15. The first question Is,
“Whom do men say T the Son of man am?” Tt is for a
purpase that a second questicn was put by our Lord
Jesus Christ. Tt was to show them. the secret of hearing
the Voice of God. In answer to the first question the
disciples replied. “Some say vou are John the Baptist
and some say that vou are Jeremiah or Elias”, The
second question He put to them was, “What do you say
about me?” Straightway Simon Peter said, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God™. The Lord Jesus
Christ answered: “Simon, don't get excited thinking that
you have understood Me. Flesh and blood have not
revealed this to you, but My Father which is in heaven.” :
Peter could have told Him that he had seer all His
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miractes during the threc years he was the Christ, or he
could have said it was because of His sermons that he
knew, but our Lord Jesus Christ said: “Flesh and blood
have not revealed. . . . 1t is not these that give you this
revelation, viz. my miracles and my sermons.  Simon, un-
known to you, some divinc light has been brought into
vou to let you know about Me”

Remeiber that you cannot hear the Voice of God
without divine light.  This is the first step if you want to
know clearly and definitely the Veice of God. The light
of God will come into vou and it will go on shining
brichter day by day (Pro. 4:15). That light may come
into you like a tiny ray, but it will become brighter and
brighter as vou obey Him. Without divine hight vou can-
not know, or see or hear God.

In 2 Peter 1:16-21 again Peter testifies how our Lord
lesus Christ had become so real to him, We read in
Matt, 17:-1-7, that our Lord took Peter, James and John
on to a high mountain and was transfigured before them
and His garments began to shine brightly, brighter than
the mid-day sun. Then the Voice came from heaven:
“This 1s my beloved Son, hear ye Him™.  Peter testifizd
in his letter that he was not following cunming fables.
On the meuntain top they had seen the glory of the Lord
Jesus Christ and had heard His Voice, and that glory
and that Voice had changed them completely (2 Peter
1:18).

Peter says: “Don’t think we were the only people who
have had the privilege of hearing God’s Voice. You
may say m your heart: ‘Peter, it was your privilsge to
be on the mountain top and see His glory and trans-
figuration. What about men like us? How can we hear
His Voice and see His glory. It may have been true in
that period, but men like us of this peried cannot hear
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His voice.”™ The answer is in the verse following (2 Peter
1:19) “We have also a2 more sure word of prophecy:
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in the dark place, until the day dawn, and
the day star arise in your hearts” Peter says there that
if you really receive by faith the Word of God in your
heart, the Word coming into you will become the shining
light to let you see for yourself that God is Keght. That
is the ministry of the Holy Spirit. In God’s Word first
we see ourselves as we are, then we see God tn His true
glory and love.

Many people get frightened when they see their true
condition, and they think: ‘No, no, T am a sianer and [
waat to be perfect. However T am not like my neighbour
or brother or sister, I may tell a lie, but not often; I
may take bribes. but T don’t ask for them. People come
and put thg money into my pocket. 1 am not so bad
after all.”

In the eyes of the Lord. wqy sin of any kind is equally
bad. One defiling touch in a wound could bring death.
One tiny germ can bring death to a whole family.

You will find that when a person has a cold the whole
family will get a cold. Even though vou put your hand-
kerchicf to your nose when you sneeze to prevent the
cold spreading, yet somebody else gets it.

Sin of any kind is easily destructive, horrible, and
terrible. Only the light of God that comes into us delivers
us from the damage caused by our thought, word or deed,
and the very same light shows the glory, beanty and
majesty of our living Saviour. When men uncover our
sins they do so to put us to shame. but the light of God
uncovers our sins to help us to confess them and have
them cleansed away. We have the assurance of prophecy
that we do not have to ro on the mountain-top o see His



glory. Anywhere, wherever we are, there we can see
His glory and beauty. This is possible oaly when divine
light comes into us, and we receive in our spirit the Word
of God.

If you want to receive the light of God, then first of
all believe from your heart that the Bible is the true Word
of God, from Genesis to Revelation, Even though we
cannot understand what we read sometimes, it stilf remains
the Word of God. It can never change. It is not of any
private interpretation, holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit. Hear and read the
Word of God with respect, reverence and faith and go on
saying step by step: “Lord speak to me from Thy Word™.
That is how you can leamn to hear the Voice of God.

1 wus convinced at the first reading of the Bible, that
it was the Word of God. In my B.A., I read the books
of different scholars but T never saw a book like this.
When 1 read the first chapters of the Gospel of Matthew
I said, “No man, no scholar from any part of the world
can write like this. Only Ged can write in this special
way.” So T said, “Lord, 1 respect this book, this is Thy
Word. Kindly teach me and speak to me through its
pages. Even though I may not understand everything
in the beginning, Lord, 1 will never doubt Thy Word.
Do take Your own tme and teach me the meaning of
Your Word, either gow or even of it takes one or two
vears. I will not worry You. I want You to speak daily
according to my need.™ Then I found the light of God
coming in brighter and brighter day by day. On the one
hand, I saw my inward corruption, but on the other hand
[ saw His abundamt grace to forgive me and wash me,
and how He has made every provision to help me daily
in my need.

“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased,
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heer ve Him.” These words which the disciples heard
at that time 1 found very hopeful, and believed them.
At first T thought that by having Bible knowledze T would
hecome more Tightecus. but then T discovered thav it is
neither knowledze, nor signs nor miracles that can maze
me righteous. Righicousness comes only by hearing the
Voice of God. Before going to bed [ used 1o pray,
“Lord, tell me please, did my life today please Thee?
Tell me if T made any mistakes and have grieved Thee
by thought, word or deed. If I have donc something
wrong, Lord show it to me.” He showed me. T confessed
it and my Lord forgave me, and said to me; "I am well
pleased with thee, go™. Straightaway I would go 1o bed,
and have a nice sleep. But if I had done something
wrong and had not confessed i1, [ would find 1t hard 10
sleep. [ would toss this way and that way, ull at lasi 1
would go on my knees again and say: “Yes, Lord, [ am
sorry. It was my fault. | have grieved Thee. Kindly
forgive me. [ believe in the efficacy of the precious biooad,
Lord. forgive me.™ Then He would say to me, "My
chiid go to bed again, I am well pleased with thee”
Now I am happy every day.

It will happen to vou also in the same way, given the
same conditions, [ learned to say day by day: “Now
Lord, will you kindly show the way for me today? 1
am helpless, show me clearly what Thou art expecung
of me. Tell me where to go, and whart to say™. Having
found the plan, [ would obey at once. When night came
I would ask the same guestion upon my knees again.
“Lord. has my love given you full satsfaction.  Ari Thou
satisfied?  Speak 1o me, are You fully satisfied??

In my school days, if [ scored high marks, say 6
marks or 60", [ would say to all my frends, “I have
passed” and [ would show the results to my father, He
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would say, “What? eoaly 609,7 . What have you been
‘doing? ~ You have wasted your time.” I was satisfed
that 1 had passed, but my father was not, and said: “You
must .get 959,

* Is God satisfied with you? When He is satisfied the
Voice comes “My son, my daughter, T am well pleased
with thee. Now go to bed.” 1 found 1t s0 helpful daily
in all my ways. I don't want the satisfaction of friends
or neighbours. [ believe my loving Saviour has under-
taken for me and helped me. He is ready 10 forpive me
and restore me.

First of all, He comes unto us like the Morning Star
{2 Peter 1:19). “the Bright and Morning Star™ (Rev. 22:
16) (Nam. 24:17). Read also Isaiah 60:3. Christ is the
Bright and Morning Star. Have you ever lived in villages?
You will find most farmers are not governed by clocks
or watches. Whenever they go to the field early in the
morning, or when they want to travel early in the morning,
they arc governed by the Morning Star znd say, “Now 1t
is time, I must get up and go”. They find their direction
also by the same Morming Star, :

You will find in many cases when you want 1o pet up,
the body says, “My dcar master, will you please Jet me
lie down for a few minutes? 1 am tired”. Then the
head, stomach and knoees begin to hurt, as if to say:
“Master, ] am very tired. Please let me sleep. Last nfght
I did not sleep property. My neighbours troubled me,
and my stomach troubled me too. My dear master have
"mercy on me.  Let me stay here for a while.” Then
when you get up your journey seems Jonger, for the sun
is very hot and the night is far spent.

The Lord Jesus Christ comes to us as the Bright and
Morning Star, and even though in the beginning we may
know some darkness, remember nobody becomes perfect
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as soon as they are born again. We have many difficulties
and problems to face in the’ beginning. We see darkness
around us, but the Morning Star tells me, "My child, do
not look at the darkness. After one or two hours the
sun will be getting up”, and true enough, we find the sun
shining upon us after a few hours. The Morning Star
enables us to overcome all our worries and doubts with-
out any human help, and we shall be able to find the
way. The more we obey, the more light we will receive.

In the beginning you cannot understand so many things.
I read the Bible-mere than one hundred times and then
at last began ito see some meaning, but now I know what
these words mean: ‘In the beginning’, Gen. 1. I did not
know at first what they meant, and often went to sleep
while reading. After many years these same chapters
or verses or passages have become new to me. ° That is
the light of God shining upon the path more brightly,
provided we receive the Word of God as the Word of
God and make it a practice to stay upon our knees till
God speaks to us.

in the beginning do not ask God many questions but
only one thing: “Lord, are you satisfied with my life?
I come to you only with cne guestion. I have not come
with any peed. But only this ‘Lord, is my life giving
you full pleasure? Are vou fully satisficd with my deeds
and words?' " Then wait patiently and don't worry God
for an answer, He is our Creator.  Be reverent befare
‘Him. Deon’t say to Him, “Lord T am a very busy man,
If you don't 'speak to me within five minutes [ won’t. talk
to you, I will go away. [ am willing to give you seven
minutes, but oot more.” Sav rather, “Lord take Your
own ume”, and | am sure He will speak to you.

The Lord told his disciples in Maw. 16:21 that He
would suifer many things of the elders and chief prigsis
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and be kilied and raised again the third day.  All this He
told them before twaking them to the mountamn and being
transfigured before them. He explained to them in plain
language that it was for the sake of their sins that He
was to suffer, be kilied and rise aguin.  Peter even took
nim aside and rzbuked Him., Then after six days, the
Lord took him on to a high mountam, und these words
came. “Hear ve Him!" It is not through sermons, or
the knowledge of Hebrew hitzrature or Greek philosophy
that we know the way of the cross. The Voice said,
“Hear ve Him”. Hear His Voice daily, hear it fully, and
then you will know the full meaning of His suffering,
death, bunal, resurrection and glory. A man who tries to
understand spiritual mysteries by human wisdom wiil be
confounded and confused and perplexed.  So listen to
His Voice as you begin the day, Wait patiently and
quelly and say, “Lord spcak to me morning, noon, and
nipht,  Speak to me from Thine own Word”. Wait till
He says, “Yes, my son, I am well pleased: go™,

For this purpose voup must welcome e living Lord
into your heart. Only then will He speak to you. He
cannot come and live in your heart till you ask Him to
come in and He forgives your sin. I have travelled for
many vears lo many places and visited many poor homes,
some even small huts. Sometimes we go unexpectedly
and as strangers, and they say, “Sir, wait for a while,
whije they take up the broom and sweep the hut. Then
they will spread a mat or a blanket. Sometimes women
will spread their sarees. Then only they say, “Come in,
Sir”,

How are you going ta welcome the Lord Jesus Christ?
He will come only into a pure heart. He Himself will
undertake to cleanse your heart with His precious blood.
He will come and stay in your heart for eternity and not
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only for a few days. Then you can speak to Him and
tell Him all that has happened, and you can go out and

tell others what has happened to you, till your face shines .
with the joy of His presence.
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Chapter 4

GOD'S MOUTHPIECES

“.Ind thine ear shall heur a word behind thee, saying.
This is the way, walk ye in it,

This verse surely refers to Ihc Voice of God. Our
constant prayer should be that we may learn to hear that
Noice plainly and clearly, for it is only by hearing His
Voice that all our questions can be answered and all our
problems solved day by day. It requires faith and
patience to hear the Voice of God. God does speak,
though very few belicvers enjoy the privilege of hearing
His Voice daily and clearly. In Psalm 29 it is plain that
God's power is fully manifested when His Voice comes
to us (vs. 4-5). The Voice of God breaks the cedars (v. 7).
The Voice of God divides the flames of the fire (v. 8).
It shakes the wilderness. These words arc repeated to
show the great power of God that is available for your
life and mine.

We have already seen how this lesson was taught to
Elijah the prophet. In 1Kings 19:12, he heard the still
small Voice of God. He had seen God's great power
come down in the form of fire, consuming the sacrifice,
and then sending the rain, and yet we find him sitting
under the juniper tree disheartened and in despair. Tn
v. 4 he is almost saying that he does not want to live
any more. AH of us feel discouraged, depressed and
downcast a1 some time or the other. All of us find our
burdens too heavy for us at times. We hear of death,
troubles and other calamities; we heas our caemies say
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things against us, All these unhappy Situations make us
dejected and depressed, and we all come to the juniper
tree some tirne or other, But when Elijah heard the still
small voice in Kings 19:12 his burden lifted. His desire o
dic feft him and all his questions about God disappeared.
He leamned a new secret. God made His mind very clear
to him, and after all those years of his ministry he learned
that God’s ways are not man's ways, Once you learn that
sectet, then whatever may be your burden or problem,
you will come out victorious. We must learn the secret
of hearing Ged. and of knowing His ways.

How can these experiences of hearing God’s voice
become our experience also? Paul, the Apostle, learned
this lesson at the very time of his conversion. We shail
sez something more of this as we study the Apostie’s
life. In Acts 9, the Lord Himself met him and spoke to
him, and when Saul put this guestion: “Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do,” the Lord told him to go into the
city, though, if He had wanted to He could have told
him everything on the spot. He appeared to Sanl and let
him see His glory, brighter than the mid-day sun, and
asked him so clearly: “Saul, why dost thou persecute
Me? 1 am Jesus”. Having said and showed so much
why did He not give further instructions then and there?
Our Lord was showing him clearly that He does not
always appear and speak in the same way, So many of
us get troubled because we limit God to our way of
thinking. We cannot limit Him. He has cyery night to
speak to us as He thinks best. By faith we bave to believe
what He says. The first step was that Saul became Paul.
If he wanted to hear further from God he must obey.
He was told to go into the city of Damascus where it
would be told him what he should do. You must obey
whatever God has shown you. I tell you again that un-
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less you are born agam you cannot hear the Voice of
God. Those who have received the gift of eternal life
must have heard His Voice sometime, somewhere. Have
vou obeyed that Voice, or did you argue with God?

Many vears ago we were having an open-air meeting.
Afterwards we went 1o a hotel for a cup of tea. While
sitting down 1 heard the Voice of God: “Go 1o that
corner and give the man sitting there a gospel.” I said in
my heart, *Just look at his moustache.” Because of his
moustache T was sure ke would not hear the gospel. 1
thought it a waste of time to speak to such a man. But
the Voice came to me again and again: “You go to him;
you go to him.” Half shrinking 1 went over and gave
him a gospel with trembling hands. “What is this?” he
asked. “Sir, it is the gospel of the Lord Jesns Christ”,
I answered, and he exclaimed: “Gospelt T want a full
Urdu Bible. For two vears 1 have been longing for some-
one to give me a full Urdu Bible™. With joy in my heart
1 replied: “I do not have one with me now, but if you
will give your address I shall bring one to you”, The
next day T took a Bible and went to his home and also
explained to him how to read it. He was so thankful, so
‘hungry for the Word of God, he not only paid for the
Bible but gave me plenty of cakes and tea and I had the
privilege of talking to him of salvation. If T had gone
according to my own wisdom I would not have spoken
to him or given the gospel. It is only as I obeyed that 1
began 1o see how God works,

God doegs not tell us too much at the beginning. He
just says very small sentences. But as we obey Him step
by step He will tell us many things. Do not wait for a
long message when God speaks. Just obey as much as
He tells you. When Saul obeyed the Voice and came to
Damascus, uaknown to him God had prepared another
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servant to go to him. Ananias came to Saul and
began to talk to him (Acts 22 :12). Tt seemed to be
‘the voice of Ananias that was talking to Saut. “ut
in reality it was the Voice of God. In Acts 9:10-15
Ananias at first refused to go to Saul, but God prepared
him to do so. Saul never knew how God had prepared
Ananias and sent him.” When he came to Saul he gave
him the Lords message. They were not the words of
Ananias but the words of the Lord Jesus Christ who was
speaking to Saul, and he became Paul. An. asias told him
that he bad been accepted by God, and - believed it.
He could have doubted it and said: “I have 4 me so much
harm all these years to the Lord Jesus Chrisi. How meny
disciples 1 have dragged to prison and other places and
used words of blasphemy against the Lord Jesus Christ.
How can such a horgible sin be forgiver so easily?™ -

Paul’ never got tired of admitting that he was the chicf
of sinners. When the message came through Ananias in
a simple wav from the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul believed.
“My sins are gone™, he could say. My Lord whom I
persecuted has chosen me, received me and accepted me.
Not only has He forgiven me but He has made me His
witness. He wants me to see His glory and hear His
voice daily.” Few believe the words of God. Saul could
have said. “Ananias, how do you know that my sins are
gone?” but without any argument he accepted, because
he believed in the Lord Jesus Himself, and that He had
spoken to him through Ananias. The Lord does speak
thus through His messengers, servants and witnesses.
You will know in your conscience that the words spoken
by somebody somewhere were not ordinary words.

Some years ago [ went to 2 house to meet a certain
young man. T was talking for some time, when suddenly

his friends said to me: “While we arc preparing some
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food you go on talking”. Then I saw the young man’s
face. It was the first time [ had met him. 1 heard a
Voicz in me, "You say this to this voung man”, and I
thought: "1 don’t know this young man, but 1 know he
will be very angry”. Arain the same words cume to me:
“Tell him that if he doss not leave that sin he will go to
hell”. T wld him, “Hf vou don't leave that sin yon will go
to heli™. In the meantime one of his friends brought
coffee, und 1 was plad because he saved me {rom speaking
further to that veung man. Next mormng 1 got a telephone
call, and an old man said, “Can T come and see you?" 1
replied, “Please come straightway”™, A very tall man
walked into my room and with tears he said to me, “'1
have come personally to thank you for speaking to my
son Jast nicht™, I replied, “Sir. T said nothing to him™.
He told me, “That voung man to whom you spoke is
my son. He has bheen living in sin for two vears with
somebodv.  He left home and went away. Both my
wife and [ were broken-hearted. [ do not know what
vou said to him. but after meeting you he came to us
and fell at our feet and asked us for forgiveness”. That
was the first time T had met that man. 1 did not know
him., Neither did I know about his private life. Yet
the Lord spoke to me clearly and insisted that T say to
him: “If you dou’t leave that sin you are going to hell™
In this way the Lord uses His messengers and witnesses
to speak to those whose hearts He has prepared. Some-
times they are words of comfort or words of guidance.
Please listen attentively when God speaks to you, and
do not get angry with the preacher when God speaks
through him.

Some years ago a young man came to a meeting after
much persuasion. His mother had been asking him cons-
rantly to do so but he had always refused in the past.
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QOne evening without telling anvone he came to a meeting.
After the meeting was over he went home and was very
angry with his mother. He asked her, *Why did you
2o and tell that preacher all about me™. She told him,
“My son, I have never told a word to anyone about you.”
The boy refused to believe her and said, “No, no, you
vou must have done so. I was §itting in a corner and the
preacher pointed his finger at me. T left that corner
and went and sat in a different place and again he pointed
his finger. Then I went and sat at the back. Again he
pointed his finger at me. Whatever he said was about
me and for me and me alone. How could he have known
about me?" “No, my son, T did not tell him anything”,
the mother replied. “God is speaking to you. Do repent
of your sins and be forgiven” He repented and what a
great change took place. He became the Lord's true
witness,

The Lord does speak to all of us, as He knows best.
So if you feecl resdess in the meecting, even before the
preacher points his finger at you, say in prayer, “Lord, is
this Your voice or man's voice? If it is Thy voice I
accept and humble myself. Have mercy on me”. You
will find that many a time the Lord will use somebody
else to speak to you, so do not expect Him always to
speak to you directly.

Words like those in Acts 19:9 were not always com-
ing to Paul. But the voice of God came to him when
he was discouraged and the attack of the enemy was very
strong, saying, “Be not afraid, but speak and hold not
thy peace. T am with thee and no man shall hurt thee.
I have much people in the aity”. It is only as we become
His mouthpieces and witnesses that we hear His Voice
at different times. Many of us are afraid to say a few
words about God’s saving and keeping power. Every
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believer 1s a witnass of God like the man born blind who
was given sight and who said boldly: “Even though 1
mav be persecuted. one thing T know, T was born blind,
but now 1 see™

Is it too much to say this to vour collece friends? Most
of us have testifizsd at sometime in a meeting that we are
bom again, but have vou been a witness to His saving
power hefore friends. relations, co-workers and fellow-
students? Even if thev were to mock at you, vou can
truthfully say, “Ome thing T know, T was a sinner, but
the Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven my sins. This hap-
pened for the first time in a certain place on a certain
day. One thing 1 know, I have found peace™ Ewven
though they may not accept what vou say. go on testify-
g peacefully and jovfully. Then one day when you are
surrounded by the enemy and are feeling lonely. there
may come to you the Voice of God: "Be not afraid, 1
am with thee; fear not. for T am with thee. Go on speak-
ing in My name™. 1t js such a testimony that will qualify
us to hear the Voice of God.

I know this by experience because many a time I was
afraid of faces. 1o the early days T could not speak one
word. I was a2 stammerer and stutterer and I had to
strugele to speak at all, Tt was very embarrassing, but
the Voice of God said: “Fear not, T will touch vour
tongue. You are my mouthpiece, T will use you”, 1
knew one thing so I said: “I know my sins are gone and
that I have true peace. Have you got that peace?”
Only these few words were spoken in liberty and after-
wards 1 heard these words, “I am with thee; T am with
thee!™ Go on testifying to His saving and keeping
power and He will surely speak to you.

God told Paul the Apostle to go to Jerusaiem. He
told him also that he had to go to Rome afterwards.
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On the wav to Jerusalem, at Caesarea one prophet
Aegabus took Paul’s girdle and bound his own hands and
feet and said. “Thus saith the Holy (Ghost, so shall the
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle”
{Acts 21:11).  When thev heard this his friends began
to trv to dissuade him from going to Jerusalem. The
prophet never said, “Do not go to Jerusalem™. He never
said that by going there Paul would be bound. When his
friends pressed him to cancel his journey Paul told them.
“What mean ye to weep and break my heart? 1 am
ready not only to be bound but also to die.” Then they
agreed: “God’s will be done”™. Paul knew full well that
it was God's will for him to go to Jerusalem and then
cn to Rome.

When he was taken to Rome as a prisoner, there was
a great storm and they were about to perish. As we
have seeu earlier, with their own hands they were throw-
ing away the ship's tackling. The ropes were cut and the
sails were lowered. There was no hoope of living through
the storm. Then once more the Lord appeared to him
and confirmed His will (Acts 27:24), *“Paul, fear not.
I am with thee. Thou must be brought before Ceasar.
I have given all these on the ship to thee. They also are
going to be saved”. While others were erying and weep-
ing with fear saying: “We arc perishing, we are perish-
ing”. Paul assured them that they were going to be saved.
He told them, “There stood by me the angel of God
whose T am and whom T serve, saying: Fear not Paul.
Thou must be brought before Ceasar and lo! God hath
given thee all those that sail with thee™ As God had
spoken it came to pass. All were saved. How did Paul
hear the voice of God? It was because he was certain
of the will of God. God’s wiil for him that he should
go to Rome. That is why his ears were sensiive to the
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Voice of God. Tt is only as you are in the will of God
that you can hear the Voice of God speak to you agam
and again,

The Voice of God comes as confinnation. Do you want
to hear the Veice of God clearly? ‘Ther learn to find
and do God's will every day even 1o the smaliest mauer.
If anybody will ask me: “What is your highest privilege
<t a Chastian?™ 1 would reply that knowing and doing
Gou's will is my highest privilege, Those who know
God's will and are doing it, find it through God’s Word,
His messenyers ot other circumstances.,

The Greeks 1n John 12:21 came {rom far and desired
to see our Lord Jesus Christ. They sent their request
through Phmilip who approsched Andrew and they both
went to Jesus and said: “These Greeks want to see you.”
We find the answer of Jesus in vs. 24,28,30. These men
came n all sincerity 1o see Jesus. Our Lord told them,
“You want to see me for only a few minutes. Put it is
possible for you to see Me forever and hear Me always.
By merely looking at Me and seeing the miracles vou
are not going to get lasting sautsfaction. 1 want to teach
you a secret. If you can see your death i Mine and
live your new life in My resurrection life, then you will
really see Me daily, and hear My Voice.™ This is the
meaning of verse 23, - How is this done? The answer
is In v, 24: Take a graie of wheat and sow it in the
ground and water 1t. In a year's time you will be able 10
harvest five thousand grains. (Go o sowing those grains
of wheat apnd reaping them for five years. Then the
total grain from the original one grain will be more than
enough to fll a whole gooeds train. Our Lord was infer-
ring that just as onme grain yields many grains, so by His
death, burial and resurreciion, He would produce many
sons like Himself (1 John 3:2).
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When cur Lord comes the second time we shall sce
Him as He is and shall be like Him, When going to
heaven we shall see our Lord Jesus Christ, and around
Him many more like Him. The Greeks were saying,
“We want to see Jesus.” QOur Leord answered them:
“You want only to see Me. but I wan: to make you like
Me. First of all, however, you have to die in My death
and become a2 partaker of My resurrection and finally
you will be like Me and will hear My Voice for eternity.”

Our Lord prayed 1o John 13:28 “Father glorify Thy
Son, then many shall see Me in Thy full glory and
bhecome like Me.” Then came the Voice. [t is only as
we glorify His name through all our deeds that we hear
s Voice, Pray by faith, "Lord: 1 want to hive such
a life that Thy Name may be highly glorified through
re. Tell me, Lord, is Thy Name being glorified through
me by my plans, words and actuon?” Generally we
pray, “Lord, You must hear my prayer. If vou wil ans-
wer | owill give vou Rs. . If I pass 1n first class 1 will
give you Rs. 10, but only Re. I if I pass in third class™
This 1s our condition, Rather pray only that He be
glorified either through your success or your fatlure, by
life or death, or heaith or sickness, or poverty or pros-
perity. *“‘Lord, keep me where I can glonfy Thy name.
I do not seek nor desire anything else.” Then I assure
you, you will hear the Voice of God. There will come
a2 Voice from heaven to tell you what to do. God does
speak, but you have got to fulfil His conditions before
you can hear His Voice.



Chapter §

UNQUESTIONING OBEDIENCE

Do we believe with all our hearts that by learning that
secret of heaning and discerming the Voice of God, we
can have all our questions answered, and all our prob-
lems solved?

We read in Num, 7:89 that the Voice of God came
only when the work of the tabermacle was finished by
Moses and had been carried out according to the pattern
shown to Moses by the Lord on the mount. In Exodus
40:34 we read that Ged's glory filled the Tabemacle,
and His Voice bepan to be heard from between the
cherubim in the most Holy Place. When any man wanted
to find the will of God he had to come to the High priest,
and the High priest had to hear the Voice of God
speaking from the most Holy Place. Now the Lord Jesus
Christ is our everlasting heavenly High Priest, and those
who accept Him as their personal Saviour are indwelt by
Him. Their bodies become the temple of the Holy Spirit.

There is no need now for anyone to go to an earthly
High Priestt Man can speak to God Himself through
the Lord Jesus Christ, the High Priest, and get an answer
and hear the Voice of God daily. But one thing 1s
necessary.  All those among us who desire to hear the
Voice of God, must be sure that they arc indwelt by
the Spint of God. We have already seen that when the
Spirit of God comes into us we undergo a three-fold
change. As sinners we have a dead spirit, a darkened
soul and a defiled body. God is Holy and before He
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can come inlo us, He has first of all to cleanss us by
the precious Blood of Christ from every inward defile-
ment caused by though:, word or deed.  Just as in the
Old Testament period men could ses the glony of Ged
resting on the Tabernacte, so also those who ure born
again are conscious of the presence of God w them and
with them always. That experiznce cannot come by
human acuvity. They are conscious of the divine pre-
sence of the One who has the right to guide and to
help them.

It is only sin that will prevent ws from feeling His
presence, but sin can be forgiven again awd again and
cleansed by His precious blood.

When our Lord Jesus Christ began His public munustry
the heaven was opened and the Holy Spint came down
as a dove and the voice from beaven was hsard.  He
carne 1llo this world that heaven might be opened
for us and the Holy Spirit might rest upon us. 10 guide
us in all things and 1o enuble us 10 hear the Veice of
God every day. There are different ways in which that
Voice can be heard and obeyed. God is a spirit, and
His Voice is also spiritwal. Thus you cannot fecl the
Spitit of God by your hands or feet. We feel Him in
our spirit and see Him, and hear Him. His 1s a spiritual
Vaice, and though there are oceasions when God's Voice
can be heard by our physical ears, these occasions are
few, Our spirit, however, can repister the Voice of God
clearly day by day, but to hear that voice we have to
be sure our spirit is purified (Matthew 5.8, Acts 10:14).
“Holiness, without which no man can sce the Lord”
(Hebrews 12:14}.

We have seen how the Lord chose to speak through
different witnesses, In Acts 8, God's witness was called
Philip. The Lord used him mightily mm a place called
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Samparia. The Samaritans were hated by the Jews, and
despised by them. but Philip went as a witness {o preach
the Gospel to a people who were despised. God began
to use him mightily. Unless he had been 2 transformed
person, he would never have gone to Samaria, for it
required divine love to compel him to go to those people.
But God used his ministry mightily in that city. Then
suddenly came God's command: “Arise and go south™,
He obeved God straightway. He was bemg much used
of the Lord in Samaria, and his ministry and service
were very much needed there. He could have said in
his heart: “The work I am doing is such a great work,
and it 1s God's work. All these new believers have to
be strengthened and built vp in the Lord. How can 1
leave such an important work and go to a lonely desert?”

God never explained to him why he should leave
Samaria and go into the desert. As we have seea alrcady
God never tells us too much at one time, but we, as
human beings. are curious to koow things beforehand.
That is our human weakness, but God only speaks a
few words at a time. He does not give a big programme
to begin with. God told Philip: "“Arise and go to Gaza.”
without giving him the reasons for the need for him to
go there. Yet as he obeyed he found the reason.

This is a primary condition for heating the Voice of
God: you must be willing to go and do what God tells
you to do without argument, You will find very often
that your mind comes in the way. You will begin to
question and argue with God. If so. it will take much
langer for you to hear His Voice, but if you get your
ear sensitive and clear, you will hear the Voice of God
clearly.

Some years ago, as I was praying at midaight before
lying down, there came the Voice of God saying, “Go out
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with the Gospel™, My reaction was, “Who wil] be out at
this time of the night?”, but I put on my coat and took
the gospels and went out. I found two men walking
ahcad of me, [ asked them, “Will you kindly stop for
a minute?” They asked: “Why do yon want us to
stop?™ 1 repiied, “Just as 1 was about to lie down 1
heard the Voice of God and He told me: ‘Go to the
right side, go to the right” I have a message for you
two”. One of the two young men said to me, “You
are quite right. God has seat you for my sake. I am
tired of life. Give me God's message.” 1 had the joy
of showing him the way of Salvation,

I have found by experience that as I go oa obeying
without questioning, the Lord goes on giving me further
instructions.  This js what happened to Philip. He went
into the desert. There he saw a man travelling in a
chariot, but even then God did not tell him why He
had asked him to go. Philip could have thought, ‘It
looks as if I am running like a thief after this chariot!™
but he never questioned God. In Acts &:30, Philip ran
to the chariot and heard the man reading from the 53rd
chapter of Isaiah,

Herein lies the secret, Whatever the Lord tells you
te do, do it guickly and joyfully. One day I saw a man
walking in front of me. God told me, “Go and stop
him”. I went and put my hand on his shoulder and
he stopped and asked me, “Why have you stopped me.
I am a very busy man”, He started to walk on. Again
I stopped him. and he said the same words, adding:
“Why are you wasting my time like this?” I replied,
“It is because the Lord has sent me™. The man retorted:
“I don't believe it. Don’'t waste my time any further™
Once more I went after him aod siopped him entreat-
ing him: “Please stop a while” Then he replied,



“To be frank with you, I am tired of my hfe and 1 am
on my way to commit suicide”. Then I told him, “I
am not stopping You from doing that. You can do it
now or afterwards. You won't lose anything by giving
me half an hour. Then you are free to go where you
like to commit sunicide. 1 promise you I won’t step
you”. So he agreed. We both went to a nearby park.
1 took my Bible and after a short prayer gave him the
message. Again [ prayed with him and told him: “Now
you are free to go and commit suicide™, But he replied,
“My desire to commit suicide bas gone, When can I
see you again?” He visiled me once or twice and was
born again,

The secret is to obey the Lord implicitly. No matter
what time of the day it is, whether it is midnight, or
dawn, or the heat of the noon, a very clear and decp
impression will be made by the Holy Spint on your spirit
to compel you to do or say something.

God mever told Philip what to preach but we can see
clearly that what be spoke and said was constrained by
the Spirit, He went to the chariot and heard the
Ethiopian read Isaiah 53, It was a wonderful prophecy
of the Lord Jesus Christ. This prophecy was made in
detail 750 years before the time of Christ. When he
heard the Ethiopian reading the passage he knew why
God bhad asked him to go on the road to Gaza. Straight-
way his spirit received the divine message and by the
Holy Spirit he put the question to the Ethiopian, “Under-
standest thou what thou readest?™ In this silent way the
Lord puts His thoughts and words into us, and often
we find that when we begin to speak, words flow like a
stream. To his question the Ethiopian answered, “How
can I, unicss some man guide me?” (verse 31). - He
allowed Philip 10 get into the chariot and sit with him. If



Philip had asked the man to stop that chariot as soon
as he came near, the man might have refused to do so,
thinking that Philip might be a thief wanting to harm hm.

In America many people stop passing curs for a lift,
sometimes the car will stop and give the man a lift,
sometimes not.  Sometimes the man in the car tmay
become suspicious and drive on without stopping. This
could have happened te Philip. but he was not using
human wisdom, but was obeying the instructions of the
Holy Spirit. The Ethiopian himself stopped the chariot
and nvited Philip inside. “Please come and sit with me
and explain this passage.” he said. Then Philip explain-
ed the passage so clearly that he convinced him of the
meaning and of the death of Jesus Chnist for the sake
of sinners: You find that as you obey God's Word that
He wili put His words intoe your mouths, according to
His promise in Matt. 10:20. Luke 12:12; 21:15. Not
only will you hear the voice of God leading youw and
guiding you step by step, but you will also find the
Holy Spirit touching your lips and putting His own words
necded for the person you mect.

1 met a young man once in a railway station at mid-
night. T gave him a tract and Gospel and told him, “Don’t
delay, decide now for the Lord Jesus Christ”. He replied,
“1 cannot decide now. I will think about it”. I asked
him, “Suppose you had lost Rs. 5, will you say ‘I will
look for it tomorrow or the day after?'” He questioned

e, “Who told you I had lost Rs. § 7 1 said, ,.No one.
1 did pot know at all”. The young man said, “Just
now 1 went to the booking office and bought a ticket
and took it and the change in & hurry but when T counted
it Y found I was short of Rs. 5. I went back and asked
the booking clerk but he refused to listen. This is why
I am upset at losing the Rs. 57, Now 1 had not known
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anything about it. Just a few simple words had softened
his heart and he received the message. In this way
God will put the night word inte your mouth for your
friends and relations, Even though you do not hear the
Voice of God clearly vet in a sient way the living Lord
is pouring His woerds into your mouth to use you as His
mouthpicce. Then you will be a source of inmspiriation,
strength, and joy to many people. What a joy it is to
obey His Voice. Pon’t question. Don’t argue with Him.

Many years ago I woke up at 4 am. and heard a
party singing near the window. Those words came to me
clearly: Isa. 33:17. “Thine eves shall see the King in
His beauty, they shall behald the land that is very far
off”. This happened for three momings at 4 o'cock. 1
heard the party singing and heard the words. 1thought the
Lord was giving me the text for the message on Sunday
morning. So on Sunday moming I pave a message on
that text, On Monday morning also I did the same. 1
asked, “Lord, what is Your message to me from these
words? You have been sending them to me for the last
four momings.” Then the Lord told me to get ready to
go to a far-off country. So straightway I applied for a
passport. I believed that God had spoken to me to
get ready even though I had had no invitation from
anybody. In those days we had to apply at Delhi for
a passage. Within a few days I got the reply that I was
given a passage on a particular ship for a certain day.
I had not yet received the passport but 1 belicved that
God had His heavenly plan for me. Normally it takes
a month to get a passport. I saw God working and
moving on my behalf and got it within a wesek. _

In my quiet time I got the words, from Ezra 8:1 “In
the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the
month.” These words came to me very forcibly in my
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quiet time. Apgain I prayed, “What is the meaning of
these words to me?™ The Lord teld me, “I want you
to be in London on 5th June 1946 So I went to
Bombay and saw the ship’s company. I asked them,
“Is there any ship which arrives in London on 5th Fune?”
They replied, “Yes, there is, Sir, but there is no vacancy
on it.” [ went twice and asked, “Has anyone cancelled
their passage?™ They answered, “No, Sir, But another
ship will be leaving next week and we can give yon a
passage on it.” God had told me definitely that 1 was
to be in Loaden on the 5th June, and it was not certain
that the next ship would reach there on that date. Any-
how I booked my passage on the second ship and we
arrived in London on the 5th June but the first ship got
in four days after we did, as their encine was out of
order. The second ship was a fast ship and as I obeyed
[ got in at the right time.

Later a verse came to me in my quier time from Zech
9:10 *“. . . from sea ecven to sea ., ., ., The Lord told
me. “You have to cross another sca and go further”.
1 went to every shipping company and every air company
and got the same answer, “No room™. 1 believed that
as God had spoken T was to find 2 way. One moming
1 was reading Isa. 43:16. *“Thus saith the Lord which
maketh 3 way in the sea and a path in the mighty
waters.” So I was ceriain I would get my passage and
went to the shipping office and asked:; “Sir, i3 there any
chance for me today™, The man replied, “Well, Sir,
there is just this one possibility. If the High Commis-
sioner can recommend your case you can get it. They
usually do it for government servants™. I decided to go
and try. I went to the High Commissioner’s office and
the man there asked me, “Arc you a Government
servant”? I replied, *No sir, 1 am Gods servant”.
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“That will do,” he replied and I got the passage When
I got to New York I got a message that somebody in
New York, Reuben Lawson by name, was waiting to
scc me, 1 had not seen him for many years. 1 had met
him in 1930, and that too only for & short time. 1 had
no idea as to his whereabouts for the last 10 years. How
did he find out that I had arrived there? Anyway when
I got oft the ship there he was. He told me, “You have
come to America because of prayer. 1 have been
praying for somebody who knows Hindi because
we want to record messages for those Indians who are in
America. This morning I overheard one Mi. Chambers
saying, ‘Brother Bakht Singh is coming to New York".
That is why I have come to meet you™. The very first
day after landing I recorded a message. 1 had the
privilege to record thirty messages; one per day, each
message of 2 duration of thirty-five minutes. Till today
they are being broadcast in South America.

I can say truthfully and with ell humility that 1 have
no desire to see any country, or city in any country, or
to buy anything. I have but one desire and that is to be
in His perfect will and to be used by Him as His wimness.
That is how God goes on working quietly day by day in
us. If you are willing to be used by Him to show some-
one the way of salvation, or to comfort someone, or help
someone, then you will find it easy to hear the Voice
of God. You wont argue or question; whatever He
commands you, whatever He says, you will obey. He
will give you the message for the persons concerned: a
heavenly plan for the right person. 1 can tell you so
many stories to prove this and of the honour one has to
hear God's Voice every day at every step.

Be willing to obey. Whatever He says that do without
guesiion. Have you obeyed His first call: “If any man
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hear My Voice and copen the door, T will come inta him™?
(Rev. 3:20). Make sure that the living Lord fesus has
come into you. A dead man cannot hear the Voice of
God. If you are not born again you are dead spiritually.
If God has not forgiven all your sins then you are deaf,
dumb and blind spirttually. We appeal 1o you to first
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your living Saviour and
Friend, and then by faith say daily: “Speak to me, Lord,
lead me and help me day by day. O Lord, I want to
live for Thee. Tiil you speak to me, I cannot be wused
by Thee. You can send me anywhere or keep me any-
where. I only want to be in Your will. Oh Lord, give
me the privilege of sharing Your joy with somebody
else.” Then, as you listen, you will hear His glortous
Voice, and as you obey you will be filled with His joy
unspeakable, and will have the privilege of being guided
by Him tn every detail of life.
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